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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
:
In accordance with the provisions of section 4, chapter 168,
of the statutes of 1861, I respectfully submit " for the use of
the legislature, the Aggregate Returns from the Cities and
Towns of the Commonwealth arranged by Counties, so as to
exhibit the total valuation of the Towns, Cities, Counties, and
State " on the first day of May, 1864.
It will be observed by the recapitulation of these Aggregates,
that the amount of personal property as herein exhibited shows
a decrease of eighteen million nine hundred and fifteen thousand
four hundred and twenty dollars as compared with the valuation
of 1863. This is apparant rather than actual, being accounted
for by the fact, that under the provisions of chapter 208, of the
Acts of 1864, the several assessors were required to return the
value of all corporate stocks to the treasurer of the Common-
wealth, and these stocks were exempted from municipal assess-
ment. Notwithstanding the omission of stock in corporations
which has in former years been included in these Aggregates to
the amount of forty or fifty million dollars, the total valuation
of the Commonwealth has been increased during the last year
by the sum of four million seven hundred and thirty-two thousand
one hundred and twenty dollars, the county of Suffolk alone
increasing its total valuation, twenty-nine million seven hundred
and seventy-seven thousand three hundred and eleven dollars.
The counties of Franklin, Hampden, and Hampshire have
also made an increase, while all the other counties have been
diminished.
Very respectfully,
OLIVER WARNER,
Secretary.
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